When the Wright Brothers were growing up in 
Dayton, Ohio, they used to go sledding every 
winter. And they noticed that the sleds on the hill 
— some I would go fast, and some would go 
slow. They wanted to have the fastest sled on the 
hill. So they went home to ask their mother. 


They said, “Can you help us build the fastest sled 
on that hill?” She said, “Yeah, I'll help you.” And 
the boys started walking towards the garage at 
their house where they would build their sled. And 
their mother said, “No, don’t go to the garage. 
Before we can build a sled, we first have to design 
it. And she said, “The place to design it is here, on 
the kitchen table.” 


And so those young boys learned from their 
mother the process of design. And she asked them 
questions — she said, “What would make a sled go 
faster — if it had long runners or short runners?” 
She engaged them in a dialogue of questions and 
answers which helped them realize that they 
needed long runners, with the least amount of 
friction, to have the fastest sled on the hill. 


So with the help of their mother Orville and Wilbur 
Wright built designed and built the fastest sled on 
the hill and they flew down that hill. And that was 
when they were probably 10 or 12 years old. Fast 
forward a few years to 1892. Orville and Wilbur 
Wright have graduated high school. Neither of 
them have gone to college and they need to choose 
some kind of career for themselves. 


The automobile had been invented already, but it 
was a plaything for the rich. It was still 16 more 
years before the Model T was going to be invented 
by Ford, in 1908. So this was back in 1892 — the 
big deal back then was bicycles. Everybody loved 
to have a bicycle. It was fairly inexpensive. It was 
a healthy — it was a form transportation and of 
recreation. So the Wright Brothers opened up a 
bicycle store in Dayton Ohio. 


And the store was successful. But Wilbur Wright, 
the older of the two brothers, felt a bit restless and 
by about 1895 he started looking around for a life 
challenge — something that would engage his 
intellect beyond the bicycle store. And he read in 
some magazine articles that there were some 
people on other countries and in the United States 
that were beginning to experiment with building a 
flying machine — an airplane. They didn’t have a 
word for it back then, so they called it a “flying 
machine.” 







